We present newly acquired images of the near-infrared counterpart of 3CR radio sources. All the sources were selected to have a redshift of less than 0.3 to allow us to obtain the highest spatial resolution. The observations were carried out as a snapshot program using the Near-Infrared Camera and Multiobject Spectrograph (NICMOS) onboard the Hubble Space Telescope (HST). In this paper we describe 69 radio galaxies observed for the first time with NICMOS during HST cycle 13. All the objects presented here are elliptical galaxies. However, each of them has unique characteristics such as close companions, dust lanes, unresolved nuclei, arc-like features, globular clusters and jets clearly visible from the images or with basic galaxy subtraction.
Introduction
Extragalactic radio sources are often associated with massive elliptical galaxies. These so called radio galaxies are one of the most extraordinary astrophysical phenomena, powered, it is generally believed, by supermassive black holes in the galaxy nuclei. Radio galaxies are found in a variety of environments and across a wide range of redshifts.
The Revised Third Cambridge Catalogue (3CR) (Bennett 1962a (Bennett , 1962b is the best studied sample of radio loud galaxies and quasars. Spinrad et al. (1985) confirmed 298 extragalactic radio sources of the 3CR catalogue. This catalogue was made based on the radio properties of the sources, and therefore its selection criteria are mostly independent with respect to orientation and HST wavelengths. The 3CR catalogue has, thus, excellent attributes for a survey.
Here we describe all the observations taken with our snapshot program in the HST Cycle 13. We are using NICMOS to obtain high spatial resolution, deep images in the near infrared H-band of 3CR sources at low redshift, z < 0.3. The primary goal of this project is to characterize the radio galaxy hosts free from the obscuring effects of dust, or at least, substantially reduced relative to the optical and UV. We also want to establish how radio galaxy hosts compare to the hosts of the most powerful high-z AGN, to QSO, and to quiescent ellipticals. The high linear resolution of HST grants us the possibility to observe details of the galaxies such as point-like nuclei, jets, and hot spots. These near-infrared observations are aimed at providing a zero redshift comparison sample for observations at high redshift.
This NICMOS snapshot program is a major enhancement to the dataset of HST observations of the 3CR sources. Successful snapshot programs have been carried out during past cycles in the optical and in the ultraviolet by Sparks and collaborators. The WFPC2 observations were presented by Martel et al. (1999) for z < 0.1, by de for 0.1 < z < 0.5, and by McCarthy et al. (1997) for z > 0.5. UV observations with STIS were published by Allen et al. (2002) . These successive HST programs have generated a database with a sample completeness comparable, for some range of redshift, to the radio catalogue. This database provides an excellent foundation for statistical studies as a vast number of observations of these sources are available for comparison at other wavelengths and with other instruments.
The content of this paper is as follows: Section 2 describes the observation strategy, Section 3 discusses the different steps of the data reduction, Section 4 highlights results obtained from this survey and gives nearinfrared photometry, Section 5 presents three galaxies with jets visible with galaxy subtraction, in Section 6 we make comments on the image of each individual galaxy. We use throughout this paper H 0 =71 km.s −1 Mpc −1 , Ω M = 0.27, and Ω Λ = 0.73.
Sample selection and observations
There is a total of 115 objects in the 3CR catalogue with z < 0.3, 18 of them have been observed with NICMOS during previous cycles as part of other HST programs. We present 69 sources that have never been observed before, this corresponds to 71% of the sample. These new observations are associated with program 10173, PI: Sparks. This NICMOS survey uses snapshot exposures, a capability developed by the STScI to maximize the observing efficiency of HST. The observations obtained during this survey are taken at irregular intervals that fill the scheduling gaps between other accepted GO programs. The remaining 28 sources were not scheduled for observation during cycle 13. The observation log is presented in Table 1 . Since the observed targets are randomly chosen based on the constraints of the observing schedule of HST, the 69 galaxies we present here are not biased towards any particular characteristic. Thus, they are suitable for statistical analysis.
The radio properties of the observed sample are given in Table 2 . We present the flux density and radio power at 178 MHz, the radio spectral index, largest angular size, position angle, and Fanaroff and Riley (1974) morphological classification. The sources are representative of large, steep spectrum, high power radio sources. The sources span three decades in radio power from log 10 ∼ 25 to 28. The edge-darkened, lower luminosity FRI sources make up 26% of the sample.
All the observations presented here were carried out with NICMOS Camera 2 (NIC2) on MULTIACCUM observing mode. We use the MULTIACCUM sequence STEP32, which consists of rapid reads up to 32 seconds followed by 32 second steps. NIC2 has a field of view of 19.2 ′′ × 19.2 ′′ and a projected pixel size of 0.076 ′′ × 0.075 ′′ . The measured FWHM for a bright source is 0.14 ′′ .
The field size allows us to detect both the host galaxy and nuclear regions at the redshifts we aim. The cooresponding physical scale over our redshift range varies from 0.335 kpc/arcsecond to 4.376 kpc/arcsecond.
We use the F160W filter, the analog of the H band. This filter is centered at 1.6037µm, covering a wavelength range from 1.4µm to 1.8µm, and includes the Paschen β emission line for objects at z < 0.1. For further details the reader is referred to the NICMOS Instrument Handbook (Noll et al. 2004) .
All images have the same total exposure time of 1152 seconds, split into four exposures of 288s. We perform sub-pixel dithering to improve the PSF sampling and remove bad pixels. We use a squared dither pattern, with 7.4 pixels offsets.
Data processing
We obtain the data from the Multimission Archive at Space Telescope (MAST). The data are processed by the standard "on-thefly" reprocessing calibration pipeline. The pipeline separates the data into science and engineering data, creates fits files and populates its headers. The pipeline also calibrates the raw data using calnica (Noll et al. 2004 ). We do the subsequent reduction of the data with the NOAO image processing software Image Reduction Analysis Facility (IRAF).
The most important anomalies that we encounter in NIC2 images are: the pedestal effect, the amplifier glow, the coronographic spot, cosmic rays and bad pixels 1 . In this section we describe the steps we follow to get rid of these anomalies on the NICMOS images using different IRAF tasks.
NIC2 is divided into four quadrants of 128 × 128 pixels each. On visual inspection the raw images appear to have one quadrant darker than the others. This is particularly apparent for images with low background, e.g. small galaxies. This is known as the pedestal effect and is part of the instrumental signature for NICMOS. The origin of this effect is an additional offset introduced during the detector reset. The pedestal effect is stochastic and time variable, which makes it impossible to remove with the standard pipeline offered by the STScI (Noll et al. 2004 ).
We remove the pedestal effect with the tasks pedsky or pedsub from the NICMOS package under the HST calibration of the Space Telescope Science Data Analysis System (STSDAS).
These two tasks determine the pedestal offset of each quadrant with a similar technique. Both pedsky and pedsub assume that the image pixel value is the sum of the astronomical signal (source + sky), and the pedestal effect modulated by the flatfield. These tasks use the flatfield as input and loop over a range of trial values for the pedestal and find the best fit to the science image, for greater details see Bushouse et al. (2000) .
Pedsky does the fit of the pedestal only with those pixels near the background level. This task dismisses pixels containing signal from a source during the fitting process. Pedsky removes the pedestal effect and also sub-tracts the sky background. We use pedsky for galaxies that cover only a small fraction of the detector. This task is more effective when a large area of the image is free from sources in order to allow a better estimate of the background.
For sources covering a large portion of the detector we use the task pedsub to remove the pedestal effect. Pedsub has a series of filters to remove unwanted features such as large galaxies. Contrary to pedsky, pedsub does not remove the background. In the case where the background is not removed, we use msky2, a task written by Mark Dickinson (private communication) , that can fit the sky interactively, and subtract the sky mode from each image to obtain a zero level background.
Given the small projected size of the detector, a few galaxies cover the whole chip, for these images we adopt the median background of the other frames as the sky level. This is determined by measuring the sky level on 152 single exposures of the dither pattern. In these 152 exposures the source covers only a small fraction of the field of view. We find a median background of 0.046 counts per pixel with a standard deviation of 0.01806. For the galaxies covering most of the detector, the subtracted sky level amounts, on average, to 1.3% of the flux inside an aperture of 1kpc radius.
Some images have visible noise in the corners due to the amplifier glow of NIC2. This glow is caused by the readout amplifier situated close to each corner of the detector. Each time the detector is read out the amplifier warms up and emits infrared radiation that is detected by the chip (Noll et al. 2004 ). This anomaly does not affect the overall appearance of the image.
In order to obtain images of a better quality we create individual masks for each object to cover the small blemishes of the detector such as residual cosmic rays and bad pixels.
Furthermore, NIC2 has a hole through the camera to allow coronographic observations, which creates a circular spot on the images of about ten pixels in diameter. We treat this area with a mask to conceal the coronographic spot. We also create cosmic rays masks, with the task drizzle − cr, that we incorporate into the individual masks for each object. The pixels of column 128 in NIC2 contains the first pixels read out in each quadrant and have an incorrect bias subtracted from them. This is called the "photometrically challenged" column. We applied a bad pixel mask to the pixels of this column. We recover, thus, information on the image.
The second extension of the NICMOS fits files contains the error image. We convert these error files into weightings which are the inverse square of the noise per pixel. The mask files are multiplied into the weight files described above, giving zero weight to bad pixels in the individual files but leaving the others unchanged.
We combine the four calibrated, background subtracted images of the dither pattern with the task drizzle under the package dither (Fruchter & Hook 2002) . The final weight files are called when dithering the four exposures of each object. The projected pixel size in the final image is 0.038 ′′ .
Drizzle is also used to apply the necessary rotations to the images to obtain a north up, east left orientation. These final images are presented in Figures 1-77. 
Analysis

Companions and morphology
The high spatial resolution provided by HST allows us to obtain images of the 3CR radio galaxies with unprecedented details.
All galaxies imaged during this program are ellipticals but each of them has its own peculiar characteristics and environment. In our sample of 69 galaxies 36 of them (52%) have companions present in the field of view of NIC2. More than one third of this sample, i.e. 25 galaxies, have an unresolved nucleus and nine galaxies have dust lanes. Nineteen galaxies, primarily the closest, show off nuclear point-like sources likely to be globular clusters. Four galaxies have intriguing arclike structures, which are perhaps lensed arcs or merger remnants.
Aperture photometry
We use the IRAF task radprof to measure the flux of the galaxies at five different radii. The radii of the apertures we use correspond to: 1 kpc, 5 kpc, 10 kpc, 15 kpc, 20 kpc. Given the small size of the detector we cannot always measure the flux at all five different radii.
The count rate (cr) is converted into flux using photflam, the inverse sensitivity, in the header of the calibrated NICMOS images: photflam=1.74779.10 −19 erg cm −2Å DN −1
We determine the magnitudes in the Space Telescope (ST) system with the expression:
where photzpt is the ST magnitude zero point i.e. -21.1, see the HST Data Handbook for NICMOS (Dickinson et al. 2002) . The limiting magnitude for the images presented here is about 25.3. We present the results of the near-infrared photometry in Table 3 . Note that these magnitudes correspond to the total observed flux inside the radii set above. We did not perform photometry for the nuclei, which will be analyzed in detail in a forthcoming paper (Chiaberge et al. in preparation) 
Ellipse residuals
We have used the ellipse task in IRAF stsdas.analysis.isophote, based on the algorithm of Jedrzejewski (1987) , to fit elliptical isophotes to the NICMOS images. Each isophote is fitted at a pre-defined, fixed semimajor axis length. Starting from a first guess, the image is sampled along an elliptical path (defined by central coordinates (x c , y c ), position angle θ, and ellipticity b/a) to produce a 1-dimensional intensity distribution as a function of θ.
Modeling with ellipse allows us to track radial changes in the ellipticity and position angle of the isophotes of galaxies. Models based on the best-fitting ellipse parameters are constructed in iraf using the task bmodel.
A complete sample of model-subtracted residual images of this survey will be presented by Floyd et al. (in preparation 
Notes on individual sources
We provide here a short description of the most prominent features of the NICMOS images for each object.
3C20
The near-infrared image reveals a circular galaxy. One source is visible approx. 4.7 ′′ to the northwest of the nucleus. A bright unresolved source is present 5.2 ′′ to the southeast. This galaxy has a known radio hotspot detected by de with WFPC2. This hotspot falls outside the smaller field of view of NIC2.
3C28 3C28 is an elliptical elongated on the northwest to southeast direction. At least two other sources are present in the field of view: one is on the edge of the chip to the northwest and the second one is 10.3 ′′ to the southwest. This galaxy is the cD of the X-ray cluster Abell 115 (McCarthy et al. 1995) .
3C29 A round, undisturbed elliptical with a bright central unresolved component (nucleus). Several globular clusters are present in the field of view. This galaxy has a faint compact nucleus in the optical and in the UV. The UV nucleus was first detected by Allen et al. (2002) .
3C31
This galaxy covers most of the area of the detector. A face on dust ring around the galaxy's nucleus can be seen on the infrared image. The WFPC2 image shows that this dust ring is composed of several dust strands with a larger absorption on the southwestern side (Martel et al. (1999) and de Koff et al. (2000)).
3C33.1 Elliptical galaxy with no obvious disturbance with an unresolved nucleus and a single close companion about 4 ′′ to the south-southwest. A bright unresolved source lies 12 ′′ to the southwest, three other faint unresolved sources are also visible as well as another double system 12 ′′ to the northwest.
3C35
This flattened galaxy is elongated northwest to southeast. The WFPC2 image of this galaxy shows an unremarkable elliptical (Martel et al. 1999 ) while the STIS image exhibits a faint compact nucleus (Allen at al. 2002) .
3C52
The near-infrared image reveals an elongated galaxy in a crowded field. One unresolved source is present 6.5. ′′ to the northwest and a second unresolved source is located 9.7 ′′ to the northnortheast of the center of the galaxy. The near-infrared image does not show the dust lane, perpendicular to the radio axis, visible in the optical (de Koff et al. ( , 2000 ).
3C61.1
The galaxy lies in the middle of the field of view which shows three prominent resolved companions. 3C61.1 is elliptical and compact. We do not see the tails of emission to the south and east detected by de with WFPC2. One unresolved source is present to the north of the galaxy.
3C66B
This NICMOS image shows a round galaxy with a bright unresolved nucleus, several globular clusters and two unresolved sources to the south. We notice a small asymmetry in the shape of this galaxy with its northwest side more sharply defined than the southeast one. Zirbel & Baum (1998) claim that this slight asymmetry may be caused by a neighbor to the southeast. The jet of 3C66B is clearly visible in this NICMOS image after basic galaxy subtraction as shown in section 5.
3C75N 3C75N is slightly elongated on the east-southeast to the west-northwest direction. This is the northern component of a system of two elliptical galaxies, the edge of the southern companion is visible at the bottom of the image. Some faint globular clusters are also seen.
3C76.1 3C76.1 is an elliptical with a very elongated galaxy to the north, it is unclear from this image if they are interacting or not.
3C79 A galaxy with elliptical morphology, elongated north-south. The image shows two companions: one bright unresolved source less than one arcsecond south of the nucleus, and the other one to the north. 3C79 shows a complex morphology in the optical, with no compact nucleus 3C83.1 The near-infrared image shows an elliptical elongated north to south and covering most of the detector area. The image reveals a thin dust lane wrapping around the nucleus. A bright nearby star generates diffraction spikes crossing the detector. Some faint globular clusters are also visible.
3C88 Elliptical elongated northwest to southeast, the radio-axis is perpendicular to the elongation of the galaxy. Globular clusters are visible on the image and there is no sign of disturbance or merger.
3C105 Highly flattened elliptical, faintly disturbed. A faint unresolved source is visible 4 ′′ to the west-southwest off the nucleus.
3C111 This galaxy has a very bright nucleus with the host clearly visible. 3C111 is an elliptical elongated north to south.
3C123
This elliptical galaxy is a member of a cluster. At least three diffuse companions and two point-like sources are present in the field of view. The optical image of de shows also a faint diffuse source.
3C129 An elongated arc-shaped source is clearly visible 3.4 ′′ east of the nucleus of the galaxy. Globular clusters in this galaxy are also detected. Several unresolved foreground stars are present in the field of view.
3C129.1 This very round elliptical galaxy is found in a region of high foreground stellar density. It is the cD of the cluster 4U0446+44. Globular clusters are also possibly present in the image.
3C130
This radiogalaxy is a round elliptical without peculiarities. It covers a large portion of the detector and lies in a region of high foreground stellar density.
Thus a large number of point sources are visible. Some of them may be globular clusters.
3C133 We have discovered a new optical-IR jet in 3C133, see Floyd et al. (2006) for further discussion. The jet and eastern hotspot are well resolved, and visible at both optical and IR wavelengths, in spite of the low galactic latitude. The infrared jet follows the morphology of the inner part of the radio jet, with three distinct, aligned, bright knots east of the unresolved nucleus. The host is a round elliptical.
3C135 This FRII radio galaxy is a cluster member (McCarthy et al. 1995 ) with a close companion to the southwest.
3C165
The near infrared image reveals an elliptical elongated north to south in a crowded field. A source is present approx 7 ′′ to the northeast. 3C165 is a cluster member.
3C171 This galaxy of slightly disturbed elliptical morphology has particularly strong extended emission line regions. These emission line regions are aligned with the radio emission (Heckman et al. 1984 , Blundell 1996 . The NICMOS image shows faint tails, most likely Paβ emission, to the east and west overlapping the optical emission line regions, see zoom image.
3C173.1 Slightly boxy elliptical with faint companion 3 ′′ south. An asymmetric, low surface brightness component, is visible to the northwest, perhaps evidence of recent merger activity. 3C173.1 is a member of a group.
3C180
Our NICMOS image shows a boxy giant elliptical. 3C180 is a member of a cluster according to McCarthy et al. (1995) . Five unresolved sources are present in the field of view.
3C184.1 This galaxy is a cluster member with several faint companions. It is an elongated elliptical with noticeable disturbed isophotes. An arc-shaped structure is present ∼ 2 ′′ northeast of the unresolved nucleus.
3C192 This object appears as a round, undisturbed elliptical galaxy in the near-infrared, while it shows a compact core with diffuse emission structures in the UV (Allen et al. 2002) . Several globular clusters are also detected.
3C196.1
The near-infrared image shows an elliptical galaxy elongated northeast to southwest, which is the same direction of the radio emission. The same morphology is seen in the optical Baum et al. 1988 ) . Five other sources populate the field of view.
3C197.1 This galaxy has a round, slightly disturbed morphology and an unresolved nucleus.
3C198
The NICMOS image shows an elongated elliptical galaxy with a bright unresolved nucleus. The circumnuclear compact sources seen in the UV image (Allen et al. 2002) do not appear in the near-infrared.
3C213
.1 This radio galaxy has an extended area of emission to the southeast. The near-infrared counterpart of the northern radio hot spot is clearly visible. The southern hot spot is also visible but is much dimmer. The two hotspots are also present on the WFPC2 image , de Vries et al. 1997 ).
3C219 A member of a cluster of galaxies, this source shows five different companions of different types and a bright unresolved nucleus. As noted by de 3C219 appears to be interacting with the large companion to the southeast, however, McLure et al. (1999) modeled the WFPC2 image and found no evidence of such interaction.
3C223 Our near infrared image shows an asymmetric galaxy, slightly elongated northeast to southwest.
3C223.1
The image shows a galaxy with a very elongated elliptical shape and a thin dust disk to the southeast, see zoom image with different intensity scale. The dust disk is best seen in the optical (de Koff et al. 2000) . A tail of emission is present to the northeast.
3C227 This is a broad line radio galaxy. We can clearly see the host galaxy and its bright nucleus on this near-infrared image. Both the optical and UV images show a very bright unresolved nucleus (Martel et al. 1999 , Allen et al. 2000 . A close companion is also visible 5 ′′ southeast off the nucleus.
3C236 Elliptical elongated from the northeast to the southwest. A dust lane is notable on the WFPC2 images and was detected by Martel et al. (1999) . The absorption map of de Koff et al. (2000) clearly shows this dust disk too. O'dea at al. (2001) found four very blue regions of star formation on the edge of the dust lane.
3C277.3
The host galaxy of Coma A is a round elliptical. A source elongated northeast to southwest is present approximately 5.8 ′′ to the southeast. This source is the radio knot K1 as defined by Miley et al. (1981) and van Breugel et al. (1985) . The knot is also visible in the optical (Capetti et al. 2000 ). An unresolved source, likely to be associated to knot K2, is visible 1.8 ′′ southwest of K1.
3C285 Irregular clumps of emission linked to star formation are detected in the ultraviolet image of this galaxy (Allen et al. 2002) . The near-infrared image shows a flattened galaxy elongated southeast to northwest. The dust lane perpendicular to the elongation of the galaxy is visible in both the WFPC2 and NICMOS images. A faint arc-like source is present approx. 5.1 ′′ to the southeast, see zoom image.
3C287.1 This broad line radio galaxy has a bright unresolved nucleus with visible diffraction spikes, the host is an elongated elliptical. A companion is present 5.1 ′′ to the northeast.
3C288 An E0 elliptical galaxy with round isophotes, a faint unresolved nucleus, and two compact nearby companions. One more extended companion is visible to the west. Two fainter companions are also present, one to the northwest and the other one to the southwest.
3C303
This galaxy is characterized by a strong X-ray emission (Hardcastle & Worrall 1999) and has a bright unresolved nucleus in the near-infrared image. A companion is visible 5.6 ′′ northeast of the nucleus.
3C310
As noted by Martel et al. (1999) for the optical image, this galaxy is flattened east-west, on an almost perpendicular direction to the radio jet axis.
The edge of a companion to the east is visible on the corner of the chip. There is a bright foreground star to the south of the galaxy. Globular clusters and a faint diffuse companion 7 ′′ northwest of the nucleus are also seen.
3C314.1
The NICMOS image shows an elliptical galaxy elongated east-northeast to west-southwest. The isophotes are elongated in the near-infrared as well as in the optical .
3C315 This is a very elongated galaxy associated to an "X"-shaped radio source. A faint arc like feature is visible at the southern end of the galaxy, see zoom image. 3C315 has a very round large companion galaxy to the south. A small faint source is visible to the southwest of the chip.
3C319
The host galaxy associated to 3C319 is close to the southwest edge of the image. It appears as a slightly elongated elliptical. Three companions are also visible in the image.
3C321 This galaxy shows a clearly visible dust lane on our near-infrared image.
A companion in the process of merging (Roche & Eales, 2000) is located 3.5 ′′ to the northwest and is elongated towards the central source along the radio axis. Bright knots of emission are present along the northern border of the dust lane on the UV image (Allen et al. 2002) .
3C346
The northwestern galaxy of the double system corresponds with the radio core and has a very bright nucleus. The radio jet of this galaxy bends at a very bright knot, unresolved in the NICMOS image. This knot is located ∼ 2.2 ′′ to the east of the nucleus. The jet and its knots are visible in this near-infrared image and in the optical as well . The main companion galaxy is highly asymmetric and possibly merging with 3C346. A galaxy, likely to be an edge-on spiral, is visible to the southwest of the image.
3C348
This source, also known as Hercules A, is a cluster cD galaxy. 3C348 is a double-galaxy system in the process of merging (Sadun & Hayes, 1993) . The radio core coincides with the southeastern galaxy. This galaxy has faint dust rings around the core in this nearinfrared image. These rings are discussed in detail by Baum et al. (1996) based on WFPC2 observations.
3C349
The NICMOS image shows a boxy, elongated, slightly asymmetric elliptical galaxy with an unresolved nucleus.
3C353 A round giant elliptical with no signs of disturbance. Martel et al. (1999) 3C388 This is the cD galaxy of an Abell class 2 cluster (Prestage & Peacock 1988) with a close bright and round companion to the southwest. Two possible nearby companions are visible within the halo of the galaxy, about 1" north of the nucleus. These two possible companions were also detected by Martel et al. (1999) in their WFPC2 image. In the near-infrared, they appear unresolved.
3C390.3
The host galaxy of this BLRG is clearly visible in our NICMOS image. A faint arc-like component is visible ∼ 3 ′′ southeast of the nucleus.
3C401
This elliptical shows an unresolved nucleus. The image shows a faint jet about 6 ′′ southwest of the nucleus identified by Chiaberge et al. (2005) as the infrared counterpart of the brightest region of the radio jet. Chiaberge et al. find that the infrared emission dominates the spectral energy distribution of this jet. An elliptical companion is visible 4 ′′ to the north. A bright unresolved source is present 7.5 ′′ north of the core. This object lies on the radio jet axis but is not associated with any of the radio features. In the optical image of de it appears as a diffuse source. It is possible that this object is an infrared-bright background galaxy.
3C402 A large, elongated, smooth elliptical with several point like sources which might be globular clusters.
3C403 Elliptical galaxy with a companion to the southeast. This galaxy appears to be in a region of high foreground stellar density.
3C430 A dust lane around the nucleus of this elongated elliptical is weakly visible on this image. Several foreground stars are present in the field of view. Some of this compact sources may be globular clusters.
3C433
This cluster member (McCarthy, 1995) has a peculiar radio jet oriented north-south. We see an elongated elliptical galaxy with a bright nucleus. The nucleus is totally absent in the optical band (Chiaberge et al. 1999) . A patch of emission detected by de in the optical is also present to the northwest of the nucleus on our NICMOS image. Two companion galaxies lie to the north-northeast. A bright foreground star is visible on the northern corner of the image.
3C436
The galaxy has an elongated shape, somewhat aligned with the radio image. An elongated companion is present 8.7 ′′ to the east-northeast.
3C438
This cluster member has at least three companions, the brightest of which lies approx. 4 ′′ to the northeast. This galaxy appears to be in a region of high foreground stellar density given the presence of eight unresolved sources on the HST image.
3C445 This BLRG appears as a round elliptical with a very bright unresolved nucleus and clearly visible diffraction spikes. Some faint globular clusters are also visible.
3C449
The NICMOS image of this galaxy shows the dust lane detected with WFPC2 by Martel et al. (1999) although with less dramatic features, see zoom image. The dust lane has been modeled as a warped disk by Tremblay et al. (2005) . We also detect the abundant globular clusters seen in the optical. The galaxy is elongated northsouth and occupies a large portion of the NIC2 chip.
3C452 An elliptical elongated east to west showing no signs of disturbance. A faint compact source is visible 1 ′′ southwest of the nucleus.
3C465
The NICMOS image shows an elongated galaxy with its close companion visible to the north. Globular clusters surround the galaxy. This galaxy, the brightest galaxy in the cluster Abell 2634, shows a faint unresolved nucleus from the near-infrared to the UV (Allen et al. 2002 , Chiaberge et al. 1999 ) and a visible dust lane in the optical (Martel et al. 1999 ).
Conclusion
We have presented 69 HST NICMOS images of the near-infrared counterparts of radio sources of the 3CR catalogue at low redshift. These NICMOS images allow us to charaterize the host galaxies and their environment. We also detect special features such as jets, dust disks, nuclei, and hot spots. This database of high-quality near-infrared images presented in this paper provide an excellent foundation for future statistical studies of radio galaxies and galaxy evolution. van Breugel, W., Miley, G., Heckman, T., Butcher, H., Bridle, A. 1985, ApJ, 290, 496 Zirbel, E. L. & Baum, S.A. 1998, ApJS, 114, 177 This 2-column preprint was prepared with the AAS L A T E X macros v5.2. 
